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Abstract : In view of the Thailand government policy creating increasing awareness of opportunity for children with special
needs, the number of children with disabilities enrolled in kindergartens in Thailand has increased. This study explores early
childhood teachers’ experiences and concerns of teaching children with disabilities in inclusive classrooms. The population of
the study was private early childhood teachers who teach in inclusive classrooms in Thailand. Quantitative data obtained
through a questionnaire were supplemented by early childhood teachers’ interviews to identify key experiences and concerns
of the teachers when teaching children with and without disabilities in the same classrooms. The results of this study indicated
that many teachers face challenges including lack of professional development opportunities, difficulty identifying the needs of
all children and how to use effective strategies to support inclusive practices in their classrooms. Teachers also expressed
concern about parents’ lack of willingness to accept children without disabilities studying together with those with disabilities
in the same classrooms. Findings from this study can inform program support for parents and professional support needs of
teachers in the provision of high-quality inclusive programs for all students.
Keywords : the concern, early childhood, experience, inclusive education, Thailand
Conference Title : ICSE 2018 : International Conference on Special Education
Conference Location : Zurich, Switzerland
Conference Dates : July 30-31, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:12, No:07, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

2,
 N

o:
07

, 2
01

8 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/9

43
80

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(07) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/94380.pdf

