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Abstract : The North African country of Libya is in crisis and is currently a humanitarian disaster. The current American
‘hands off’ foreign policy appear to have contributed to this crisis. The research upon which this paper is based focused on a
qualitative analysis of migration to Libya and its history with slavery, current conditions that have contributed to the re-
emergence of slavery, an analysis of available resources in the effected region, and an analysis of legal remedies pursuant to
international law. In addition, a qualitative analysis of American foreign policy from the Reagan Administration through the
current Trump administration has been a focus of analysis. The major findings of this research are: (1) Since the removal of
Muammar Gadhafi, a move that the United States played a major role in achieving, the nation of Libya has been in free fall and
the rule of law has all but disappeared. As a major port stop for refugees and migrants fleeing atrocities in sub-Saharan African
states, Libya has become the gate way to European ports of asylum. The problem is these migrant refugees are unwanted,
caught between rival and often ineffective governments, profiteers, and inaction from the international community. (2) The
outlook for these refugees is bleak: the ineffective government of Libya is ill-equipped to handle the large influx, European
refugee destination states like Italy and Greece are already overburdened by the Syrian refugee crisis and are reluctant to
accept more refugees, leaving the powerful and armed Libyan militia in control of a situation that is ripe for exploitation. (3)
The combined intervention of the international community, led by a newly committed and engaged American foreign policy. In
conclusion, a new American foreign policy approach along with the active engagement of the United Nations, EU, and the
African Union can effectively resolve this humanitarian crisis.
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