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Abstract : The aim of this study is to analyse the works of playwrights within the framework of existential philosophy. It is to
observe the ontological existence in the plays of <em>No Exit</em> and <em>Endgame. </em>Literary works will  be
discussed  separately  in  each  section  of  this  study.  The  despair  of  post-war  generation  of  Europe  problematized  the
&lsquo;human condition&rsquo; in every field of literature which is the very product of social upheaval. With this concern in
his mind, Sartre&rsquo;s creative works portrayed man as a lonely being, burdened with terrifying freedom to choose and
create his own meaning in an apparently meaningless world. The traces of the existential thought are to be found throughout
the history of philosophy and literature. On the other hand, the theatre of the absurd is a form of drama showing the absurdity
of the human condition and it is heavily influenced by the existential philosophy. Beckett is the most influential playwright of
the theatre of the absurd. The themes and thoughts in his plays share many tenets of the existential philosophy. The existential
philosophy posits the meaninglessness of existence and it regards man as being thrown into the universe and into desolate
isolation. To overcome loneliness and isolation, the human ego needs recognition from the other people. Sartre calls this need
of recognition as the need for &lsquo;the Look&rsquo; (<em>Le regard</em>) from the Other. In this paper, existentialist
philosophy and existentialist angst will be elaborated and then the works of existentialist theatre and theatre of absurd will be
discussed within the framework of existential philosophy.
Keywords : consciousness, existentialism, the notion of the absurd, the other
Conference Title : ICLLL 2018 : International Conference on Languages, Literature and Linguistics
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : July 19-20, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:12, No:07, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

07
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/9
35

39
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(07) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/93539.pdf

