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Abstract : With the recent growth of refugees in the world, there has been an exponential increase in requests for asylum
seeking in Brazil. When asylum seekers arrive in the country, the government initiates a process to evaluate the case, which
will serve as grounds to determine the refugee status of the asylum seekers. During this process, an interview where the
migrant has the chance to tell their story takes place. The aim of this article is to analyse how community interpreting is
conducted in Brazil with regard to asylum seeking, as well as to analyse the role of the interpreter in the context of these
official interviews to request refuge in Brazil. We investigate how the presence of an interpreter influences this interview, but
more specifically, we study some of the linguistic techniques used by the interpreter in order to make the interaction more
effective, as well as the challenges and difficulties they encounter during the interview. To do so, surveys with the interpreters
took place, in addition to on-site observations. The interpreters involved in this research are volunteers as part of an extra-
curricular extension programme from the University of Brasilia, in Brazil. Community Interpreting is a somewhat new field in
Brazil, still facing several obstacles, such as the lack of professional community interpreters. This research illustrates some of
these issues and, thus, has the potential to foster Brazilian literature in the matter as well as help understand the role of the
interpreter in the interview to seek asylum in Brazil. The refugees’ situation in the world is certainly a pressing matter, and the
language barrier is an issue of great importance. Hence, translation and interpretation studies have a fundamental role in this
area, when it comes to contributing to a more inclusive world to those in need.
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