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Abstract  :  Hrant  Dink,  a  prominent  Turkish-Armenian  journalist,  and  editor-in-chief  of  the  bilingual  Turkish-Armenian
newspaper Agos, was assassinated in Istanbul on January 19th, 2007 by a nationalist extremist, Ogun Samast. Dink had been
voicing the atrocities against the Armenians between 1915 and 1922 during the Ottoman rule, and his comments on the issue
appeared in the Turkish media many times before his assassination. Despite intensive media coverage of his assassination,
there is not enough research analyzing how national and international media presented Dink’s assassination. In this research, a
content analysis of national and international news articles (N= 139) is conducted to identify whether there is a significant
difference in national and international media’s coverage of the assassination.  The content of  the newspaper articles is
categorized and coded according to the topics covered. The findings of this research suggested that Dink’s assassination
wounded Turkey’s image as a democratic country. It has also been found that the Turkish media focused on security forces and
their responsibility in Dink’s assassination, whereas international media focused more on the Article 301 of the Turkish penal
code, freedom of expression, and atrocities against the Armenians during the Ottoman rule.
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