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Abstract : This paper attempts to demonstrate the importance of capacity building of the para-professionals in community
based corrections for enhancing family and child welfare as a crucial factor in providing in-service training as a responsive
methodology in community based corrections to enhance the best practices. The Diploma programme in community-based
corrections initiated by the National Institute of Social Development has been engaged in this noble task of training quality
personnel knowledgeable in the best practices and fieldwork skills on community-based correction and its best practice. To
protect the families and children and enhance best practices, National Institute of Social Development with support from the
department of community-based corrections initiated a Diploma programme in community-based corrections to enhance and
update the knowledge,  skills,  attitudes with  the right  mindset  of  the work supervisors  employed at  the department  of
community-based corrections. This study based on reflective practice illustrated the effectiveness of curriculum of in-service
training programme as a tool to enhance the capacities of the relevant officers in Sri Lanka. The data for the study was
obtained from participants and coordinator through classroom discussions and key informant interviews. This study showed
that use of appropriate tailor-made curriculum and field practice manual by the officers during the training was very much
dependent on the provision of appropriate administrative facilities, passion, teaching methodology that promote capacity to
involve best practices. It also demonstrated further the fact that professional social work response, strengthening families
within legal framework was very much grounded in the adoption of proper skills imbibed through training in appropriate
methodology practiced in the field under guided supervision.
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