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Abstract : Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is a widespread social problem. Since the 1970's, and due to political changes
resulting from the feminist movement, western society has been changing its attitude towards the phenomenon and has been
taking an active approach to reduce its magnitude. Enterprises in the form of legislation, awareness and prevention campaigns,
women's  shelters,  and  community  intervention  programs  became  more  prevalent  as  years  progressed.  Although  many
initiatives were found to be productive,  the effectiveness of one, however,  remained questionable throughout the years:
intervention programs for men's intimate violence. Surveys outline two main intervention models for men's intimate violence.
The first is the Duluth model, which argued that men are socialized to be dominant - while women are socialized to be
subordinate - and men are therefore required by social imperative to enforce, physically if necessary, their dominance. The
Duluth model became the chief authorized intervention program, and some states in the US even regulated it as the standard
criminal justice program for men's intimate violence. However, meta-analysis findings demonstrated that based on a partner's
reports, Duluth treatment completers have 44% recidivism rate, and between 40% and 85% dropout range. The second model
is the Cognitive-Behavioral Model (CBT), which is a highly accepted intervention worldwide. The model argues that cognitive
misrepresentations of intimate situations precede violent behaviors frequently when anger predisposition exists. Since anger
dysregulation mediates between one's cognitive schemes and violent response, anger regulation became the chief purpose of
the intervention. Yet,  a meta-analysis found only a 56% risk reduction for CBT interventions. It  is,  therefore, crucial to
understand the background behind the domination of both the Duluth model and CBT interventions. This presentation will
discuss the ways in which theoretical conceptualizations of men's intimate violence, as well as ideologies, had contributed to
the  above-mentioned interventions'  wide  acceptance,  despite  known lack  of  scientific  and evidential  support.  First,  the
presentation will review the prominent interventions for male intimate violence, the Duluth model, and CBT. Second, the
presentation will review the prominent theoretical models explaining men's intimate violence: The Patriarchal model, the
Abusive Personality model, and the Post-Traumatic Stress model. Third, the presentation will discuss the interrelation between
theory and practice, and the nature of affinity between research and practice regarding men's intimate violence. Finally, the
presentation will set new directions for further research, aiming to improve intervention's efficiency with men's intimate
violence and advance social work practice in the field.
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