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Abstract : Human’s activities could be pointed as the root cause of almost all  environmental damages/ disasters as we
contribute to the activities that are currently damaging the ozone layers (global warming), unusual environmental changes and
extreme weather conditions (climate change) in recent times. Nigeria just as every other disaster-prone nation is faced with
different types of disasters and environmental calamities, starting from terrorist displacement disasters, flood, drought and oil
spill hazards. Oil spillage as an environmental disaster has great consequences not just on the environment but on human
health, economy and the entire populace that might be involved, which deem necessary to look into the root causes of the
incidents and how it can be curtailed. The different incidents of oil spillages and other oil production consequent on the
environment is alarming in the Nigerian context and cannot be overemphasized without a critical investigation and synthesis.
This paper investigates the root causes of environmental pollution induced by oil spill hazards from petroleum activities within
Niger Delta communities of effects and detailed the potential solutions to reduce the causal factors and reoccurrence of the
incidents. This study adopts a desk-based approach, interviews with key members of communities which consist of chiefs,
youth leaders, and key women within the high environmental damaged communities. Also, Interviews were conducted with
environmental expertise representatives from the oil and gas sectors and representatives from oil spill-related agency. Data
were analyzed using thematic techniques. The study shows different influencing factors of sabotage and vandalism of oil
facilities as such; marginalization, deprivation of resources utility and resource derivation principles were identified as major
contributors to vandalism and sabotage act. The study proposed potential strategies to curtail the root causes of sabotage and
vandalism as the major causes of environmental devastations in Nigeria.
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