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Abstract :  Many countries wish to produce Asia-literate citizens,  through language education.  International  contexts of
Chinese language education are seeking pedagogical innovation to meet local contextual factors frequently holding back
learner success. In multicultural Australia, innovative pedagogy is urgently needed to support motivation in sustained study,
with greater strategic integration of technology. This research took a qualitative approach to identify need and solutions. The
paper analyses strategies that three secondary school teachers are adopting to meet specific challenges in the Australian
context. The data include teacher interviews, classroom observations and student interviews. We highlight the use of task-
based learning and differentiated teaching for multilevel classes, and the role which digital technologies play in facilitating
both areas. The strategy examples are analysed in reference both to a research-based framework for describing quality
teaching, and to current understandings of motivation in language learning. The analysis of data identifies learning featuring
deep knowledge, higher-order thinking, engagement, social support, utilisation of background knowledge, and connectedness,
all of which work towards the learners having a sense of autonomy and an imagination of becoming an adult Chinese language
user.
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