
Hermeneutics: Comparative Study of Shri Guru Granth Sahib's Schools of
Interpretation

Authors : Amandeep Kaur
Abstract : All religions enlighten truth which provides spiritual tranquility. But, the language of these holy books is not easy to
understand because these have divine language. That's why hermeneutical Study is necessary to understand these Scriptures.
There is a separate theoretical  framework to study all  the disciplines of language, literature,  religion etc.  Similarly the
discipline of interpretation has its own theoretical framework known as hermeneutics. It is a science of interpretation that put
forward the best ways and methods of interpretation. But in this modern world, hermeneutics is considered as a theoretical-
cum-philosophical discipline. It is vast study of understanding texts. Hermeneutics is especially related to the study of religious
scriptures like the Bible, the Qur'an, the Vedas and the Shri Guru Granth Sahib and many more. It is mainly the Western
concept  which  has  a  great  old  tradition  because  it  used  the  Bible  as  the  foremost  holy  scripture  for  definition  and
interpretation. The Discipline of the Indian hermeneutics was led by Mimamsa School. The reference of the word hermeneutics
in works of Ancient Greek philosophers indicates towards the antiquity of this word. Shri Guru Granth Sahib's schools of
interpretation like Udasi, Nirmala, Sevapanthi and Gyani came into existence to interpret the discourse of Shri Guru Granth
Sahib. These are sects of Sikhism and have great contribution to interpret and preach Guru Granth Sahib's revelation. This
research paper will represent the comparative study of these sects methods, tools and styles of interpreting the meaning of this
holy book. Interpretation is basically textual based process. So, all these schools have chosen Guru Granth Sahib for textual
study. Some of the schools have done a whole interpretation of Guru Granth Sahib. But, some of them have done only
interpretation of prominent banies i.e Japuji Sahib, Anand Sahib, Assa-di-war etc. This study will also throw lights on sect's
historical background and contribution. At last conclusion of this paper is that all the schools have done gurbani interpretation
according to their own philosophical and theological point of view. These schools have many similarities and differences among
their way of interpretation. It will be discussed briefly.
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