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Abstract : This paper focuses on Land Use and Land Cover Changes (LULCC) occurred in the urban coastal regions of the
Mediterranean basin in the last thirty years. LULCC were assessed diachronically (1975-2006) in two urban areas, Rome (Italy)
and Athens (Greece), by using CORINE land cover maps. In strictly coastal territories a persistent growth of built-up areas at
the expenses of both agricultural and forest land uses was found. On the contrary, a different pattern was observed in the
surrounding inland areas, where a high conversion rate of the agricultural land uses to both urban and forest land uses was
recorded. The impact of city growth on the complex pattern of coastal LULCC is finally discussed.
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