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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to analyze the ability to identify and acquire knowledge from external sources at the
regional level in the Czech Republic. The results show that the most important sources of knowledge for innovative activities
are sources within the businesses themselves, followed by customers and suppliers. Furthermore, the analysis of relationships
between the objective of the innovative activity and the ability to identify and acquire knowledge implies that knowledge
obtained from a) customers aims at replacing outdated products and increasing product quality; b) suppliers aims at increasing
capacity and flexibility of production; and c) competing businesses aims at growing market share and increasing the flexibility
of production and services. Regions should therefore direct their support especially into development and strengthening of
networks within the value chain.
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