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Abstract : The research target was analyzed the education public policy of Colombia according to the content of the right to
education. One problematic element of that content is the principle of progressive implementation of economic, social and
cultural rights. The research included a complete study of public documents and other papers; as well as, one focus group with
former combatants in a city where is located one of some 'hogares de paz', which hosts these people after leaving the illegal
group. This paper presents a critical approach to the public policy strategies to guarantee education to former combatants and
its tension with the right to a progressive implementation. Firstly, education is understood as a technology level without
considering higher education. Former combatant attends to SENA and private institutions, which offer technology education
and it is counted by the Colombian Government as higher education. Therefore, statistics report a high level of attendance of
excombatant to that education level, but actually, they do not expect to study a university carrier. Secondly, the budget
approved has been invested in private institutions, despite public institutions are able to include this population and they need
more money to strengthen the public offer, which has been considered as a better strategy to ensure education as a human
right but not a good, by the special rapporteur on the right to education. As a consequence, the progressive implementation
should be a guide to change and improve current strategies, invest the budget available into the public system of education in
order to give former combatants the chance to access to universities.
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