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Abstract : Cicero is generally perceived as one of the most gifted authors of all the antiquity, which has brought him a great
popularity. Even the orator himself was eager to be seen as a man of fine taste for culture and especially literature, which was
in his days represented by the interest in everything of a Greek origin. It might, therefore, lead to an assumption that literature
was a key interest in his life, too. However, a confirmation of this assumption cannot be found in his letters, which are believed
to offer Cicero's most personal statements. Reading his letters thoroughly and comparing them to the respective historical
background, it may be found out that the author has mentioned literature mainly in a specific context of his political career
losing importance. To analyze the letters have been used in the original Latin version as well as several translations and a large
historical and literary background. The object of this paper is to specify, whether Cicero regarded himself more as an author
and orator, or as a politician, and how did his correspondents regard him. The respective findings could be useful for better
understanding of author's life and work and they may help his readers to see his books from a different, and perhaps more
accurate, point of view.
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