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Abstract : This paper explores the connection between gender ideology and the legality of same-sex marriage cross-nationally.
The author questions what role gender ideology plays in the cultural shift concerning same-sex marriage currently underway
around the world and the variations in the legal treatment of same-sex marriage at the national level. Existing literature on
gender, gender ideology, the role of gender ideology in traditional and same-sex marriage, and the extent to which this
connection has previously been examined is explored. Also, the author explores the relationship between gender ideology and
the legality of same-sex marriage in three countries with the differing legality of same-sex marriage - The United States, where
same-sex marriage was legalized in 2015, Australia, where same-sex marriage was legalized in 2017, and Iran, where the death
penalty for homosexuality still exists. A comparison of gender ideology frameworks and an analysis of the political rhetoric
surrounding same-sex marriage in each country are performed. It is argued that the important role of gender ideology in the
legality of same-sex marriage has been greatly ignored and is in need of increased attention to assist gay rights activists in
their framework. The link of gender ideology and patriarchal authority between the gay rights movement and the women’s
rights movement are subsequently discussed. The author argues that because of this linkage between movements, there is a
necessity for joint frameworks. Suggestions for future research are also provided.
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