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Abstract : In recent decades, solid waste management (SWM) has become a global concern because rapid population growth
and overexploitation of non-renewable resources have generated enormous amounts of waste far exceeding carrying capacity;
too, it poses serious threats to the environment and health. However, it is still difficult to combat the growing amount of solid
waste before assessing the condition of people. Therefore, this study was conducted to assess the knowledge, attitudes,
perception,  and  practices  on  the  separation  of  solid  waste  in  Sfax  City.  Nowadays,  GDS  is  essential  for  sustainable
development, hence the need for intensive research. Respondents from seven different districts in the city of Sfax were
analyzed through a questionnaire survey with 342 households. This paper presents a qualitative exploratory study on the
behavior of the citizens in the field of waste separation. The objective knows the antecedents of waste separation and the
representation that individuals have about sorting waste on a specific territory which presents some characteristics regarding
waste management in Sfax city. Source separation is not widely practiced and people usually sweep their places throwing
waste components into the streets or neighboring plots. The results also indicate that participation in solid waste separation
activities depends on the level of awareness of separating activities in the area, household income and educational level. It is,
therefore, argued that increasing quality of municipal service is the best means of promoting positive attitudes to solid waste
separation activities. One of the effective strategies identified by households that can be initiated by policymakers to increase
the rate of participation in separation activities and eventually encourage them to participate in recycling activities is to
provide a financial incentive in all residential areas in Sfax city.
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