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Abstract : The present research aims at the discussion of the subversion of the hegemony of the feminine self in the text Moth
Smoke by  a  Pakistani  novelist  Mohsin  Hamid.  It  presents  the  notion of  the  subversion of  the  grand narratives  of  the
‘positioning’ of feminine identity in Pakistani patriarchal society by presenting a de-stereotyped personality of Mumtaz, the
protagonist in Moth Smoke. The dominant masculine traits in Mumtaz’s personality have been negotiated since she is an
untraditional female character in the novel. In this regard, the researcher has taken a feministic stance in this study by
presenting the proposition that subaltern can also speak. Mumtaz’s character reminds one of Hedda from Henrik Ibsen’s play
Hedda Gabler. So, the masculine traits in Mumtaz’s personality have also been compared with Hedda’s. Besides, the research
study will also bring into notice that how that in the postmodern scenario, marginalization of the women have been responded
back by women and hereby Mumtaz by uplifting her social status and class. Her de-stereotyped feminine self has been
reinforced by the dialogues and incidents in the text. This research is qualitative in design and is based on the textual analysis.
An interpretive research method has also been utilized since the researcher has tried to decode the text in supporting the
notion of de-stereotyping of feminine self. This research would add to the body of Pakistani literature and Feministic theory.
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