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Abstract : The English Language Teacher Education (ELTE) in Vietnam is rapidly changing to address the new requirements
of the globalization and socialization era. Although there has been a range of investments and innovation in policy and
curriculum, tertiary educators and learners do not engage in the enactment. It is vital to understand the practices at the
tertiary education level. The study is to understand the higher education curriculum development policy, both in theory and in
practice across four representatives of ELTE institutions in the North of Vietnam. The lecturers’ perceptions about the extent
to which the enacted curriculum is aligned with national standards will be explored. Nineteen policy documents, seventy
surveys,  and  twelve  interviews  with  lecturers  and  instructional  leaders  across  these  four  Vietnamese  Northern  ELTE
institutions have been analyzed to investigate how the policy shape the practice. The two most significant findings are (i) a low
level of alignment between curriculum and soft-skills standards of the graduates required by the Vietnamese Ministry of
Education and Training (MOET) and (ii) incoherence between current national policy and these institutions’ implementation. In
order to address these gaps, it is strongly recommended that curriculum needs to be further developed, focusing more on the
institutional outcomes, MOET’s standards, and the social demands in times of globalization. More importantly, professional
development in ELTE is vital for a range of curriculum and educational policy stakeholders. The study helps to develop the
English teaching profession in Vietnam in a systematic way, from policymakers to implementers, and from instructors to
learners. Its significance lies in its relevance to English teaching careers, particularly within the researcher’s specific context,
yet also remains relevant to ELTE in other parts of Vietnam and in other EFL (English as a Foreign Language) countries.
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