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Abstract : The Three-Body Problem by Cixin Liu has been a bestseller Chinese Sci-Fi novel for years since 2008. The book was
translated into English by Ken Liu in 2014 and won the prestigious 2015 science fiction and fantasy writing Hugo Award,
drawing greater attention from wider international  communities.  The story exposes the horrors of  the Chinese Cultural
Revolution in the 1960s, in an intriguing narrative for readers at home and abroad. However, without the access to the source
text, western readers may not be aware that the original Chinese version of the book is rich in gender-bias. Some Chinese
scholars have applied feminist translation theories to their analysis on this book before, based on isolated selected, cherry-
picking  examples.  Thus  this  paper  aims  to  obtain  a  more  thorough  picture  of  how translators  can  cope  with  gender
discrimination and reshape the gendered discourse from the source text,  by systematically investigating the lexical  and
syntactic patterns in the translation of Liu’s entire book of 400 pages. The source text and the translation were downloaded
into digital files, automatically aligned at paragraph level and then manually post-edited. They were then compiled into a
parallel corpus of 114,629 English words and 204,145 Chinese characters using Sketch Engine. Gender-discrimination markers
such as the overuse of ‘girl’ to describe an adult woman were searched in the source text, and the alignment made it possible
to identify the strategies adopted by the translator to mitigate gender discrimination. The results provide a framework for
translators to address gender bias. The study also shows how corpus methods can be used to further research in feminist
translation and critical discourse analysis.
Keywords : corpus, discourse analysis, feminist translation, science fiction translation
Conference Title : ICIT 2018 : International Conference on Interpreting and Translation
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : October 15-16, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:12, No:10, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

10
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/9
17

10
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(10) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/91710.pdf

