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Abstract : Vietnamese English Language Teacher Education (ELTE) has been changing a lot in response to the rapidly
evolving socio-economic context requirements. The Vietnamese government assigns the Ministry of Education and Training
(MOET) primary tasks to have policy changes to prepare for ELTE development in the globalization and socialization process.
Many educational policies have been made to develop ELTE, however, they seem not to address the new global or social
demands.  The  issue  is  that  there  are  still  significant  disparities  between  the  national  policy  and  the  institutional
implementation. This study is to investigate the alignment between ELTE institutional curriculum, pedagogies, and MOET
standards.  This  study used a mixed-method with the data sources from policy documents,  a  survey,  and 33 interviews
conducted with the lecturers and administrators from eleven Vietnamese ELTE institutions. The data have been analysed to
understand the gap between policy and practice. The initial findings are (i) a low alignment of curriculum and language
proficiency standards and (ii) a moderate alignment between curriculum and future-career skills standards. Many pedagogical
challenges have been found. In order to address these gaps, it is necessary for the curriculum to be standards-based designed.
It is also vital for professional development in order to improve the quality teaching. The study offers multiple perspectives on
a complex issue. The study is meaningful not only to educational governance, but also to teaching practitioners, English
language researchers, and English language learners. The significance lies in its relevance to English teaching careers across
all parts of Vietnam, it yet remains relevant to ELTE in other countries teaching English as a foreign language.
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