
Toward a Radical/Populist Democracy from the Dialectical Tensions between
Transgender Movement and Gay Movement in Taiwan: A Rhetorical Analysis

Authors : Hsiao-Yung Wang
Abstract : This paper aims to elaborate the rhetorical strategies and its inherent dialectical tensions between transgender
movement and gay movement in Taiwan; thereby, a radical/populist democratic model will be reproblematized for theorizing
the internal dialogicity of the 'umbrella metaphor' of the so-called 'LGBT' label. Firstly, it examined how the representative gay
community in Taiwan defined the category of 'LGBT' by its visual rhetoric of pride parade during the last two decades, and how
the imaginary of 'transgender' was systematically precluded or even silenced by 'cisgender privilege' or 'cisnormativity' of the
gay community in general. Secondly, it employed Laclau & Mouffe’s (1985) perspective of 'empty signifier' which derives from
their radical democratic theorization and populist reason, to explore the rhetorical strategies and language tactics on which
transgender activists relied for arguing or mapping both the cooperative and competitive relationship with cisgender allies
intentionally. Based on research findings, this paper argued that a relationship between rather than an amalgamation of sexual
orientation and gender identity should be recognized. Moreover, that resisting defining transgender as other and everyone else
as normal could be the critical issue of LGBT community as a whole, especially while it proceeds toward to a radical/populist
democracy.
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