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Abstract : New forms of academic writing such as apprenticeship genres are developing in the field of applied linguistics.
However,  these perspectives  have not  adequately  addressed the issue of  social  work students  in  Botswana.  The paper
addresses the issue of academic writing with special attention to the types of documents written by University of Botswana
(UB) social work students on their fieldwork placement. The research method for this study combines two major research tools
in the qualitative inquiry which are text analysis and interviews in order to investigate the context in which the texts are
produced.  12 students  were  consulted and gave their  consent  for  the  study.  26  case  reports  were  collected from the
Department of Social work at the University of Botswana. The findings show that the case reports students write during their
fieldwork placements have 6 moves, which focus on the clients’ story and describe what the students have done and achieved.
The significance is that the discrepancy between professional writing and students writing raise questions about the extent to
which students are being prepared for professional  writing.  Students have indicated that  their  academic writing varies
according to the preferences of individual lecturers rather than the requirement of the work situation.
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