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Abstract : Air Transport links markets and individuals, making regions more competitive and promoting social and economic
development.  The assessment of social  contribution is the key objective of this paper,  focusing on the definition of the
components  of  social  dimension and welfare metrics  in  the national  scale.  According to  a  top-down approach,  the key
dimensions that affect the social welfare are presented. Conventional wisdom is to provide estimations on added value to social
issues caused by the air transport development and present the methodology framework for measuring the contribution of
transport development in social value chain. Greece is the case study of this paper, providing results from the contribution of
air transport infrastructures in national welfare. The application key findings are essential for managers and decision makers
to support actions and plans towards economic recovery of an economy presenting strong seasonal characteristics (because of
tourism) and suffering from recession.
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