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Abstract : The purpose of this study was to determine the impact of experiential learning on learning outcomes in hospitality
education. This paper presents the results of an online survey of students from the U.S. studying abroad and their self-reported
change in learning outcomes as assessed using the Core Competencies Model for the Hospitality Industry developed by
Employment and Training Development Office of the U.S. Department of Labor. The impact of student learning styles on
learning outcomes is also evaluated in this study. Kolb’s Learning Styles Inventory Model was used to assess students’ learning
style. The results show that students reported significant improvements in their learning outcomes because of engaging in
study abroad experiential learning programs. The learning styles of the students had significant effect on one of core learning
outcomes- personal effectiveness.
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