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Abstract : The architecture of modern museums in the historical center should refer to a place in a cultural, historical, urban
and architectural sense, using adequate and contemporary forms of architecture. The research and architectural analysis of
selected museums in Cracow were conducted to illustrate which elements were decisive for the choice of architectural form.
The evaluation of selected objects took into the consideration the following aspects: continuation of the historical form,
contemporary form referring to the place, the individual-author form omitting the cultural aspect of the place. The presented
projects showed the compromise as positive solutions rejecting both the direct imitation or 'historical continuation' as well as
an individual form focused on an abstract form. In order to carry out research and confirm the thesis, three designs of Assoc.
Prof. Eng. Arch. Krzysztof Ingarden in the historic city of Cracow were selected. Despite being constructed in one city, the
neighborhood and cultural contexts of the locations are completely different. The neighborhood of the historical Royal Road
and gothic church with unique decorations from the Polish Art Nouveau, artist Stanislaw Wyspianski (Wyspianski Pavilion), the
bend of the Vistula hosting the Japanese culture (Museum of Japanese Art and Technology Manggha) and finally the old area of
a horse riding school from the Austrian Empire times (Malopolska Garden of Art). All three buildings are dedicated to the
culture of Japan, Polish artist Stanislaw Wyspianski, contemporary achievements and the promotion of art at its widest sense.
Important fact for this research is that there is one author of all presented projects.
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