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Abstract : Unarguably, the land is an indispensable factor of production and has been instrumental to numerous conflicts
between crop farmers and herders in Nigeria. The conflicts pose a grave challenge to life and property, food security and
ultimately  to  sustainable  socio-economic  development  of  the  nation.  The  paper  examines  the  causes  of  the  Fulani
herders/farmers conflicts, particularly in the Middle Belt; numerity of occurrences and extent of damage and their socio-
economic implications. Content Analytical Approach was adopted as methodology wherein data was extensively drawn from the
secondary source. Findings reveal that major causes of the conflict are attributable to violation of tradition and laws, trespass
and cultural  factors.  Consequently,  the numerity  of  attacks  and level  of  fatality  coupled with  displacement  of  farmers,
destruction  of  private  and  public  facilities  impacted  negatively  on  farmers  output  with  their  attendant  socio-economic
implications on sustainable livelihood of the people and the nation at large. For instance, Mercy Corps (a Global Humanitarian
Organization) in its research, 2013-2016 asserts that a loss of $14billion within 3 years was incurred and if the conflict were
resolved, the average affected household could see increase income by at least 64 percent and potentially 210 percent or
higher and that states affected by the conflicts lost an average of 47 percent taxes/IGR. The paper therefore recommends strict
adherence to grazing laws; platform for dialogue bothering on compromises where necessary and encouragement of cattle
farmers to build ranches for their cattle according to international standards.
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