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Abstract : Patients with spinal cord injury combined with diabetic nephropathy may under a lot of painful conditions due to
complications  related  to  the  illness  itself  or  treatments,  such  as  recurrent  pressure  ulcers,  autonomic  and  peripheral
neuropathy, as well as dialysis, for long term. This case report illustrated the nursing experience of transferring a spine cord
injure patient who received hemodialysis due to adverse lifestyle-induced diabetic nephropathy to the hospice ward. Nursing
care was provided in this patient from July 25th to August 30th,  2015. The tool  of  'Gordon’s 11-item functional health
assessment' and clinical observation, interviews as well as physical examination were used as data collections. Based on results
of health assessment as above, the patient’s health problems were identified as the following: impaired skin integrity, chronic
pain, and hopeless. Besides to relieve the symptom of pain due to disease or the treatment of hemodialysis and provide wound
care, the first author also played a role to assist the patient to achieve his goal of receiving the hospice palliative care. Finally,
with much effort of nurses to communicate with medical teams between the surgical and hospice wards, the patient was
transferred to the hospice ward to have fulfilled his last wish of having a good death. We hope this nursing experience can be
applied to other similar cases in the future.
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