World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Health and Medical Engineering
Vol:12, No:08, 2018

Development of Disability Studies in Post-Transformational Central and East
European Countries from the 80s until Present

Authors : Klaudia Muca

Abstract : Disability studies as an international movement are still developing, especially in the Central and East European
young democratic countries. It is crucial to recognize in what manner this development might lead to create a sustainable
social environment. Thanks to disability studies the process of introducing disability studies and its main ideas might become
as effective as in the 90s in the USA or other Western countries. In the Central and East Europe lack of activism in favor of the
disabled in the early stages of democratic transition (i.e. the 80s and 90s) caused misrepresentation of the disabled and their
experience in present political and social sphere of life. People with disabilities were made to hold a minor position in society
due to political changes that introduced in fact non-equal democracy. The results of this study indicate that activism in favor of
people with disabilities and works of art created by the disabled are tools that influence present disability politics. That
suggests that young European democracies need to modify their current political path in order to establish more equal social
policies.
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