
The Effects of Wealth on Eco-Centric and Anthropocentric
Environmentalism: A Statistical Approach Using the World Values Survey

Authors : Rubi Alvarez-Rodriguez
Abstract : Traditionally, eco-centric and anthropocentric forms of environmentalism have been seen as mutually exclusive.
While eco-centrism focuses on global environmental issues, anthropocentrism is concerned with local ones. The objective of
this paper is to characterize the relationship between eco-centric and anthropocentric attitudes across 43 countries. This study
analysed secondary data from the 2005 World Values Survey, using a standard linear regression approach. It is shown that eco-
centric and anthropocentric attitudes are not mutually exclusive and that the predominance of one over the other is best
predicted by a country’s level of wealth.
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