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Abstract : Climate change is one of the most damaging and serious environmental threats worldwide being faced today. While
almost everyone highly depends and puts their trust on what technology, innovations, and initiatives from hard-core science
can do to cope with the changing climate, there are still people who find hope on indigenous knowledge systems. The study
aimed to analyze the traditional farming practices of the Dumagats in Tanay, Rizal and how these relate to their adaptation and
mitigation of climate change. The analysis is based on interviews with 17 members of the Dumagat tribe specifically residing in
Barangay Cuyambay, San Andres, and Mamuyao, and supported by Key Informant Interview and Focus Group Discussion as
well as document reviews. Results of the study showed that the Dumagats adopt indigenous knowledge systems and their high
sensitivity and resilience to climate change aid them in their farming system and activities. These traditional farming practices
are exemplified from land preparation to planting, fertilizer application, weed and pest management, harvesting and post-
harvest  activities.  Owing to their  dependence upon,  and close relationship with the environment and its  resources,  the
Dumagats have learned to interpret and react to the impacts of climate change in creative ways, drawing on their traditional
knowledge to cope with the impending changes. With the increasing trend at all levels of government to service the needs of
rural communities, there is the need for the extension to contextualize advisory service delivery for indigenous communities.
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