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Abstract : This paper puts the transnational crime of human trafficking in the context of Sub-Saharan Africa and its quickly
growing youth bulge. By mapping recent and concurrent trends and emerging issues, it explores the implications that it has not
only for the region itself but also for the greater global dynamics of the issue. Through the application of Causal Layered
Analysis to various alternative future scenarios as well as the identification of the core narrative surrounding the international
discourse, it is possible to understand more deeply the forces that underlie future trafficking and what change becomes
possible. With the provision of a reconstructed narrative that avoids the current blind spots, this research points out the need
for a new and organic leadership paradigm that allows for a more holistic and future-oriented inquiry about socio-economic and
political change and what it entails for a transnational crime such as human trafficking. 'Ubuntu' as a social and leadership
philosophy then, provides the principles needed for creating this path towards a truly preferred future. Furthermore, this paper
inspires  follow-up  research  and  the  continuous  monitoring  and  transdisciplinary  research  of  this  region’s  demographic
emergence as well as its possible consequences that have been explored in this inquiry.
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