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Abstract : An experiment was conducted to study the effect of dietary supplementation of ashwagandha (Withania somnifera)
root powder on the egg production performance and egg quality in commercial layer birds. A practical type layer diet was
prepared as per Bureau of Indian Standards (1992) to serve as the control, and the test diet was prepared by supplementing
control diet with ashwagandha powder at 1kg/ton of feed. Each diet was assigned to twenty replicate groups of 5 laying hens
each for duration of 84 days. The result revealed that cumulative egg production (%) was comparable between control and test
group. The feed consumption and its conversion efficiency were similar among both the groups. The egg weight and egg
characteristics viz., yolk index, yolk color, haugh unit score, albumen index, egg shape index and eggshell thickness were also
remained similar between both the groups. It was concluded that supplementation of ashwagandha powder at 1kg/ton in layer
diets has no beneficial effect on egg production and egg quality parameters.
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