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Abstract : The definition of a concept is quite important in any philosophical discourse as it serves as a guide in the analysis of
that concept. In the sciences, arriving at a consensus regarding concepts is quite easily achievable due to the nature of the
discipline.  Problem arises  when one delves  into  the realm of  the humanities.  Discourses  in  the humanities  are  largely
perspectival because the question of values come into play. Defining the concept of Art is no different as it has yielded
unresolved and problematic issues arising from attempts at definition. A major problem arising from such attempt is that of
exclusion of other art forms. In this paper therefore, we call for the rejection of an attempt at providing a comprehensive
definition for Art since it is clear that the collection of definitions provided so far, has failed in capturing the nuances and
intricacies of the infinite varieties of the art forms that there are. Rather, a more fruitful approach to philosophical discourses
on Art is not to construe the theories of Art per-se but to reconstruct them as a collection of criteria for determining artistic
excellence.
Keywords : art, creativity, definition, reconstruction
Conference Title : ICPAA 2018 : International Conference on Philosophy, Art and Aesthetics
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : May 14-15, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:12, No:05, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

05
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/8
96

60
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(05) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/89660.pdf

