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Abstract : The role of electricity in the economic development of any country is undeniable. The main goal of utilizing
renewable sources in electricity generation, especially in the emerging countries, is to improve electricity access, economic
development and energy sustainability. Germany’s recent transition from conventional to renewable energy technologies is
overwhelming, this might not be associated with its abundant natural resources but owing to the policies in place. In line with
the fast economic and technological developments recorded in recent years, Germany currently produces approximately 1059
GW of its energy from renewable sources. Hence, at the end of 2016, Germany is among the world leaders in terms of installed
renewable energy capacity. As one of the most important factors that lead to renewable energy utilization in any nation is an
effective policy, this study aims at examining the effect of policies on renewable energy (RE) development in Germany. Also,
the study will focus on the evolution of the adopted feed-in tariff policies, as this evolution has affected the renewable energy
capacity in Germany over a period of 15 years (2000 to 2015). The main contribution of the study is to establish a link between
the feed-in tariff and the increase of RE in Germany’s energy mix. This is done by analyzing the characteristics of various feed-
in tariff  mechanisms adopted through the years.  These characteristics include the feed-in-tariff  rate,  degression, special
conditions, supported technology, etc. Then, the renewable energy development in Germany has been analyzed through the
years along with the targets and the progress in reaching these targets. The study reveals that Germany’s renewable energy
support policies (especially feed-in tariff) lead to several benefits and contribute towards the targets existing for renewable
energy.
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