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Abstract : The practice of open defecation can be devastating for human health as well as the environment, and this practice
persistence could be due to ingrained habits that individuals continue to engage in despite having a better alternative. Safe
disposal of human excreta is essential for public health protection. This study sought to find if open defecation relates to fecal-
oral infections in Burat and Ngaremara Wards in Isiolo County. This was achieved through conducting a cross-sectional study.
Simple random sampling technique was used to select 385 households that were used in the study. Data collection was done by
use of questionnaires and observation checklists. The result show that 66% of the respondents disposed-off fecal matter in a
safe manner, whereas 34% disposed-off fecal matter in unsafe manner through open defecation. The prevalence proportions
per 1000 of diarrhea and intestinal worms among children under-5 years of age were 142 and 21, respectively. The prevalence
proportions per 1000 of diarrhea and typhoid among children over-5 years of age were 20 and 20, respectively.
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