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Abstract : The global trend indicates that more and more people live and will continue to live in urban areas. Today cities are
expanding both in physical size and number due to the rapid population growth along with sprawl development, which caused
the  cities  to  expand  beyond  the  growth  boundary  and  exerting  intense  pressure  on  environmental  resources  specially
farmlands to accommodate new housing and urban facilities. Also noticeable is the increase in urban decay along with the
increase of slum dwellers present another challenge that most cities in developed and developing countries have to deal with.
Today urban practitioners, researchers, planners, and decision-makers are seeking for alternative&nbsp;development and
growth management policies to house the rising urban population and also cure the urban decay and slum issues turn to Smart
Growth to achieve their goals. Many cities across the globe have adopted smart growth as an alternative growth management
tool to deal with patterns and forms of development and to cure the rising urban and environmental problems. The method
used in this study is a literature analysis method through reviewing various resources to highlight the potential benefits of
Smart Growth in both developed and developing countries and analyze, to what extent it can be a strategic alternative for
Afghanistan&rsquo;s cities, especially the capital city. Hence a comparative analysis is carried on three countries, namely the
USA, China, and India to identify the potential benefits of smart growth likely to serve as an achievable broad base for
recommendations in different urban contexts.
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