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Abstract : The main objective of the study is to determine the dominant speech acts in five commemorative speeches of
President Duterte. This study employed Speech Act Theory and Discourse analysis to determine how the speech acts features
connote the pragmatic meaning of Duterte’s speeches. Identifying the speech acts is significant in elucidating the underlying
message or the pragmatic meaning of the speeches. From the 713 sentences or utterances from the speeches, assertive with
208 occurrences from the corpus or 29% is the dominant speech acts.  It  was followed by expressive with 177 or 25%
occurrences, directive accounts for 152 or 15% occurrences. While commisive accounts for 104 or 15% occurrences and
declarative got the lowest percentage of occurrences with 72 or 10% only. These sentences when uttered by Duterte carry a
certain power of language to move or influence people. Thus, the present study shows the fundamental message perceived by
the listeners. Moreover, the frequent use of assertive and expressive not only explains the pragmatic message of the speeches
but also reflects the personality of President Duterte.
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