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Abstract : The need for urgent adaptation have triggered tourism stakeholders and research community to develop generic
adaptation framework(s) for national, regional and or local tourism desti-nations. Such frameworks have been proposed to
guide the tourism industry in the adaptation process with an aim of reducing tourism industry’s vulnerability and to enhance
their ability to cope to climate associated externalities. However research show that current approaches are far from
sustainability since the adaptation options sought are usually closely associated with development needs-‘business as usual’-
where the implication of adaptation to social justice and environmental integrity are often neglected. Based on this view there
is a need to look at adaptation beyond addressing vulnerability and resilience to include the need for adaptation to enhance
social justice and environmental integrity. This paper reviews the existing adaptation frameworks/models and evaluates their
suitability in enhancing sustainable adaptation for regional tourist destinations. It is noted that existing frameworks contradicts
the basic ‘principles of sustainable adaptation’. Further attempts are made to propose a Sustainable Regional Tourism
Adaptation Framework (SRTAF) to assist regional tourism stakeholders in the achieving sustainable adaptation.
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