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Abstract : Background and Objectives: Overexploitation and illegal fishing have been identified as the primary cause of the
global decline in the fish stock. While commercial companies and small-scale fishing sectors are strictly regulated in South
Africa, recreational anglers are not. The underlying assumption seems to be that recreational anglers can self-regulate. The
aim of  the  present  study  was  to  investigate  the  relationship  that  recreational  anglers  have  with  nature  and how this
relationship can predict unlawful fishing practices. Methods: Using a survey design, 99 self-identified recreational anglers were
recruited through convenient sampling. The anglers were accessed from fishing tackle shops around False Bay in the Western
Cape province of South Africa. Data was collected using a self-administered questionnaire that consisted of pro-environmental
behavior survey and the Nature Relatedness Scale. Results: Data analyses indicated that significant differences with regard to
nature relatedness on the basis of participants’ age and level of education. Older and more educated anglers scored higher on
nature relatedness than younger and less educated anglers. Logistic regression analysis showed that nature relatedness was a
significant predictor of pro-environmental behaviors (R²= 0.061). Discussion and Conclusion: The findings of the present study
provide support regarding the importance of encouraging healthy and sustainable relationships between humans and nature.
Combating harmful fishing practices can achieve through understanding and promoting human care for nature among anglers
and others involved in fishing.
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