
World on the Edge: Migration and Cross Border Crimes in West Africa
Authors : Adeyemi Kamil Hamzah
Abstract : The contiguity of nations in international system suggests that world is a composite of socio-economic unit with
people exploring and exploiting the potentials in the world via migrations. Thus, cross border migration has made positive
contributions to social and economic development of individuals and nations by increasing the household incomes of the host
countries. However, the cross border migrations in West Africa are becoming part of a dynamic and unstable world migration
system. This is due to the nature and consequences of trans-border crimes in West Africa, with both short and long term effects
on the socio-economic viability of developing countries like West African States. The paper identified that migration influenced
cross-border crimes as well as the high spate of insurgencies in the sub-region. Furthermore, the consequential effect of a
global village has imbalanced population flows, making some countries host and parasites to others. Also, stern and deft cross-
border rules and regulations, as well as territorial security and protections, ameliorate cross border crimes and migration in
West African sub-regions. Therefore, the study concluded that cross border migration is the linchpin of all kinds of criminal
activities which affect the security of states in the sub-region.
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