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Abstract : In 1972, Hans Robert Jauss introduced the Reception Theory a version of Reader-response criticism, that suggests
the literary critics to re-examine the relationship between the author,  the work and the reader.  The revealing of these
relationships has shown that, besides the creation, the reception and the reading of the text have different levels which exempt
it from a continuous reference to the meaning intended by the artist and could lead to multiplicity of possible interpretations
according  to  the  ‘Horizon  of  Expectations’.  This  theory  could  be  associated  with  another  intellectual  process  called
‘translation’, a process that is always confronted by different levels of readers in the target language and different levels of
reception by these readers. By adopting the perspective of Reception theory in translation, we could ignore a particular kind of
translation and consider the initiation to a literary text, its translation and its reception as a continuous process. Just like the
creation of the text, the translation and its reception, are not made once and for all; they are confronted with different levels of
reception and interpretation which are made and remade endlessly. After having known and crossing the first levels, the
Horizons of Expectation could be extended and the reader could be initiated to the higher levels. On the other hand, we could
say that the faithful and free translation are not opposed to each other, but depending on the type of reception by the readers
and in a particular moment, the existence of both is necessary. In fact, it is the level of reception in readers and their Horizon
of Expectations that determine the degree of fidelity and freedom of translation.
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