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Abstract : Accountancy as a subject is one of the sciences that for many years has been perceived as a difficult subject to
study and teach. Yet, it continuously attracts scholars graduating from school and entering Higher Education Institutions as a
subject of choice and career. The teaching and learning of this subject have not been easy and has evolved and progressed over
the past few decades however students still find it difficult to study and this has resulted in poor student achievement. In
search of solutions, this study has considered the effect and efficacy that study skills have on the performance of Accountancy
students and in particular students studying Second Year Diploma in Accountancy at the University of Johannesburg. These
students appear to have a lack of appropriate study skills and as a result of these impacts on their performance in the courses,
they are studying. This study also focuses on strategies to enhance Second Year Diploma Accountancy students’ academic
performance. A literature review was conducted to investigate what scholarly literature suggests about study skills, in general,
and in particular for Accountancy to be successful. In order to determine what study skills Second Year Accountancy students
are applying when they learn and why they are failing the Accountancy examinations and formal class tests, the study adopted
the quantitative research method.  A questionnaire addressing various aspects of  study skills,  studying accountancy and
studying,  in  general,  was provided to 800 students studying Second Year Diploma in Accountancy at  the University  of
Johannesburg’s Soweto Campus. The quantitative data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics in the form of
proportions, frequencies, means, and standard deviations, t-tests to compare differences between two groups as well  as
correlations between variables. Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended that students are provided with courses
in time management, procrastination, reading, note taking and writing, test preparation techniques as well as study attitude.
Lecturers spend more time teaching students how to study in general as well as accountancy specifically preferably at the first-
year level before proceeding to the second year. It is also recommended that the University implements a study skills course to
assist the students with studying.
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