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Abstract : The aim of this work is to investigate the motivation for the metaphorical uses of two verb combinations: come out
and take over. Drawing from cognitive semantics theories, image schemas and metaphors, it was attempted to demonstrate
that: a) the metaphorical senses of both 'come out' and 'take over' extend from both the verbs and the particles central (spatial)
senses in such verb combinations; and b) the particles 'out' and 'over' also contribute to the whole meaning of the verb
combinations. In order to do so, a random selection of 579 concordance lines for come out and 1,412 for take over was
obtained from the Corpus of Contemporary American English – COCA. One of the main procedures adopted in the present work
was the establishment of verb and particle central senses. As per the research questions addressed in this study, they are as
follows: a) how does the identification of trajector and landmark help reveal patterns that contribute for the identification of
the semantic network of these two verb combinations?; b) what is the relationship between the schematic structures attributed
to the particles and the metaphorical uses found in empirical data?; and c) what conceptual metaphors underlie the mappings
from the source to the target domains? The results demonstrated that not only the lexical verbs come and take, but also the
particles out and over play an important whole in the different meanings of come out and take over. Besides, image schemas
and conceptual metaphors were found to be helpful in order to establish the motivations for the metaphorical uses of these
linguistic structures.
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