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Abstract : In the summer of 2014, the leaders of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria proclaimed the founding of religious-
political system known as the caliphate which titled Islamic State (IS). As Caliph, Abu Bakr Baghdadi advocated Jihad from the
Ummah (the Muslim community) to defend the Islamic state from unbelievers. This call for Jihad by IS had encouraged some
radical organization in Southeast Asia pledge allegiance to IS and established bases for IS operation in Southeast Asia. This
development had increased security concern for possible terrorism action in Southeast Asia, which currently not very active
due to counterterrorism efforts from ASEAN member states and its cooperation with the world. This paper firstly tries to draw
understanding from Ulema (Muslim cleric) about the conception of caliphate and Jihad based on Quran and Hadith. Secondly,
this paper will elaborate counterterrorism efforts from ASEAN countries to prevent radicalization and terrorism act in
addressing the call for jihad to establish IS in Southeast Asia. The third, this paper will recommend the role of the social
community, especially Ulema, in Southeast Asia to prevent the misunderstanding of Jihad which usually used by terrorist to
justify their action. Hopefully, this social community role will decrease the radicalization of Muslim community in Southeast
Asia alongside with the counterterrorism efforts to create secure and stable ASEAN community based on shared norm and
values.
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