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Abstract : Information about the social and psychological contexts that operate as a breeding ground for perpetrators of
violence against women in India is scarce. To understand the social and psychological contexts that form the bases of violent
behaviour in male-perpetrators against women, interviews were conducted with 13 men above the age of 18 years, who were
convicted  for  their  crimes  against  women.  Using  thematic  analysis,  the  nurturance  and  the  social  background  of  the
perpetrators, determined by their social relationships, the socio-economic status, the extent of substance abuse, the history of
experiencing and witnessing violence and their cultural context, were found to define the social context. The nature and the
psychological background of the perpetrators determined by the thoughts and beliefs regarding gender and violence, the
motivation behind their violent behaviour and a few specific personality traits were found to define the psychological context.
These factors on their own, as well as an interaction between them, could be responsible for varying degrees of violence
against women.
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