
Islamization of Knowledge with Special Reference to Mohd Kamal Hassan's
Perspective

Authors : Abdul Latheef O. Mavukkandy
Abstract : Islamization of knowledge (IOK) is an intellectual movement emerged in the middle of 1970s to address the threats
by modern western civilizational onslaughts. This paper analyzes the discourse of Islamization of knowledge with special
reference to the views of Kamal Hassan who prefers an alternative term called 'Islamicization'. First of all the theoretical and
practical outlines of IOK movement were presented by Ismail Raji al-Faruqi in his book 'Islamization of Knowledge; General
Principles and Work Plan' in 1982. He identified that the educational system in the Muslim world accounted for the decline of
Muslim Ummah through de-Islamization and demoralization. So, the need for IOK was an academic challenge to reconstruct
the Ummah. Kamal Hassan kept just different view from Ismail Raji al-Faruqi and Muhammed Naquib al-Attas that he coined
the terms 'Relevantization and Contextualization'. So, he wanted the 'Islamization of Islamic Revealed Knowledge'. So, he used
Islamization of Human Knowledge (IOHK) instead of IOK. As part of this movement, the IOK identified that the textbooks used
in Muslim educational institutions systematically keep the students estranged from Islam and its heritage. Furthermore, the
modern secular knowledge develops secular attitude devoid of Islamic moral philosophy and the sense of mission in life. Based
upon the content analysis of some of the sources, this study found that Islamization of Knowledge is an important movement in
Islamic world, but the IOK project is not practicable completely because of the lack of trained teachers and resources.
Although, the project resulted in the foundation of some universities and publishing more works, journals and doctoral thesis
on different dimensions of Islamization of Knowledge.
Keywords : Islamization, Islamicization, releventization, human knowledge
Conference Title : ICIPT 2018 : International Conference on Islam, Philosophy and Theology
Conference Location : Mumbai, India
Conference Dates : February 22-23, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:12, No:02, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

02
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/8
81

03
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(02) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/88103.pdf

