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Abstract : The Regional Conference to Restructure Psychiatric Care in Latin America, convened by the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) in 1990, oriented the Brazilian Federal Act in 2001 that stipulated the psychiatric reform which requires
deinstitutionalization and community-based treatment. Since then, the 15 years&rsquo; experience of different working teams
in mental health led an academic working group &ndash; supervisors from personal practices, professors and researchers
&ndash; to discuss certain clinical issues, as well as supervisions, and to organize colloquia in different cities as a
methodology. These colloquia count on the participation of different working teams from the cities in which they are held, with
team members with different levels of educational degrees and prior experiences, in order to increase dialogue right where it
does not always appear to be possible. The principal aim of these colloquia is to gain interlocution between practitioners and
academics. Working with the theory of case constructions, this methodology revealed itself helpful in unfolding new solutions.
The paper also observes that there is not always harmony between what the psychiatric reform demands and clinical ethics.
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