
Women Executives: A Panacea to Incessant Sexual Assaults in Higher
Institutions, Federal Polytechnic Nekede Imo State Nigeria as a Case Study

Authors : Ujunma Nnenna Egbuawa
Abstract : Rape or sexual assault is a hideous crime of violence done predominantly to women and occasionally to men. In
institutions of higher learning, it’s mostly experienced within or outside the campus environment due to students who are from
different backgrounds socially. These students also have been imbibed with conflicting ethical standards, thus act both morally
and amoral with respect to their sexual urges. The most affected among these are the female students who live outside the
campus environment that is suitable for any immoral activity. These female students that are victims of rape hardly would want
to be identified and this has left them as habitual prey to the unsuspecting predators. The socio-cultural setting has also been a
contributory factor to the psychological and physical damage these victims face throughout their time of study as female rape
victims. This is an empirical study designed to elicit information from students of Federal Polytechnic Nekede Owerri Imo State
Nigeria on whether they have been sexually assaulted or raped and how they handled it thereafter. This institution was used as
a case study because the provost of this tertiary institution is a woman whose name is Dr( Mrs ) C.U Njoku who has made
consented efforts to ensure these rape victims rise above the social stigma associated with it. This rector has also put in some
measures to bring about a decline in cases of  rape within and outside the campus environment.  She also granted the
researcher an oral interview on how she has been able to achieve these and the challenges she hitherto faced in the process.
Three research questions and a hypothesis guided the study. Samples of 119 students were used and stratification was done
for sex, age and the academic level of the students. 14 item questionnaires were used and data generated from the survey were
analyzed using percentages. This workshop would engage the participants by investigating some courses that may help in
declining the rate of rape cases within a campus. Also, necessary measures that would be taken to help in sensitizing the
tertiary institutions in areas that can aid the healing procedures of these victims. The need also for guidance and counseling
unit is also a necessity for the psychological survival of these rape victims. As a result, the participants would gain an increased
awareness of the influence of rape and sexual assault on campus. There ought to be a paradigm shift in institutions of higher
learning in policies, administrative decisions and introduction of courses that will uplift ethical standards in order to bring
about a change both locally and globally.
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