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Abstract : Sustainable forest management and forest protection can be hampered by illegal logging. Illegal logging is not
uncommon in many wood-producing countries. Hence, law enforcement, especially in timber-producing countries, is crucial in
ensuring compliance with forestry related regulations, as well as confirming that all parties obey the rules and regulations
prescribed by the authorities. However, enforcement officers are encountering various challenges and difficulties which have
undermined the enforcement capacity and efficiency. The appropriate policy responses for these issues are important to
resolve  the  problems in  the  long term and empowering  enforcement  capacity  to  meet  future  challenges  of  forest  law
enforcement. This paper is written according to extensive review of the articles and publications by The International Criminal
Police Organization (INTERPOL), The International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), Chatham House and The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). Subsequently, various books and journal articles are reviewed to gain
further insight towards enforcement issues and challenges. This paper identifies several issues which consist of (1) insufficient
enforcement capacity and resources (2) lack of coordination between various enforcement agencies, (3) corruption in the
government and private sectors and (4) unclear legal frameworks related to the forestry sector. Next, this paper discusses
appropriate policy responses to address each enforcement challenges according to various publications. This includes specific
reports  concerning  forest  law  enforcement  published  by  international  forestry-related  organizations.  Therefore,  lack  of
resources,  inadequate synchronization between agencies,  corruption, and legal issues present challenges to enforcement
officers in their daily routines. Recommendations regarding proper policy responses to overcome the issues are of great
importance in assisting forest authorities in prioritizing their resources appropriately.
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