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Abstract : Cities are undergoing rapid transformation with the change in lifestyle and technological advancements. These
transformations may be experienced or physically visible in the built form. This paper focuses on the relationship between the
social, physical environment, change in lifestyle and the interrelated factors influencing the transformation of any historic city.
Shahjahanabad as a city has undergone transformation under the various political powers as well  as the various policy
implementations after independence. These visible traces of transformation diffused throughout the city may be due to socio-
economic, historic, political factors and due to the globalization process. This study shall enable evolving a theory for the study
of transformation of Historic cities such as Shahjahanabad: which has been plundered, rebuilt, and which still thrives as a
‘living heritage city’. The theory developed will be the process of studying the transformation and can be used by planners,
policy makers and researchers in different urban contexts.
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